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REF: A. STATE 138288; B. OSLO 2589 

1. NORWEGIAN CHARGE GEORG KRANE REQUESTED URGENT APPOINT- 
MENT TODAY AND PRESENTED THREE QUESTIONS HE STATED NORWEGIAN 
GOVERNMENT HOPED TO SEE ANSWERED BEFORE MEETING NORTH STAR 
GROUP: (1) TO WHAT EXTENT HAS U.S. GOVERNMENT AGREED IN 
PRINCIPLE TO THIS PROJECT?; (2) DO U.S. AUTHORITIES HAVE 

ANY OFFICIAL VIEWS REGARDING ACQUISITION OF RIGHTS ON 
NORWEGIAN TERRITORY BY NORTH STAR CONSORTIUM AND, BY EXTEN- 
SION, BY SOVIET GOVERNMENT; (3) DOES NORTH STAR DESIRE TO 
MEET NORWEGIANS REPRESENT WISH (A) TO WORK OUT TERMS OF FIRM 
AGREEMENT ALREADY REACHED BY NORTH STAR WITH SOVIETS OR 
(B) INTEREST IN EXPLORING POSSIBLE MEANS OF SETTLING DETAILS 
OF AGREEMENT TO BE PRESENTED FOR APPROVAL OF SOVIET AUTHOR- 
ITIES? 

2. KRANE STATED THAT UPON REFLECTION NORWEGIANS HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO SEEK EXPLANATION FROM SOVIETS UNTIL AFTER 
"OFFICIAL'' VIEWS OF U.S. GOVT HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. HE 
COMMENTED THAT NORWEGIANS FEAR NORTH STAR GROUP MAY SERVE 
UNWITTINGLY AS DUPE FOR INTRODUCTION OF RUSSIAN "EXPERTS" 

INTO NORWEGIAN PROVINCE OF FINNMARK AND THAT ONCE SETTLED 
THERE IN WHATEVER GUISE RUSSIANS MAY PROVE DIFFICULT TO 
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TO THINK THAT SOVIET GOVT WOULD CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION 
OF LGN SHIPPING TERMINAL IN MURMANSK, GIVING KNOW SOVIET 
SENSITIVITY ABOUT PORT INSTALLATIONS THERE. 

3. CONSIDERING POTENTIAL ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF FUTURE 
TERMINAL TO BOTH SOVIET AND U.S. GOVTS, KRANE NOTED THAT 
NORWEGIANS ANTICIPATED THAT IN YEARS AHEAD U.S. MIGHT 
PRESSURE NORWAY TO ALLOW SOVIET PERSONNEL ACCESS TO ANY 
LNG INSTALLATIONS ON NORWEGIAN TERRITORY (AND KRANE NOTED 
NORWEGIAN INABILITY TO CONCEIVE THAT SOVIETS WOULD A GREF. TO 
ANY INSTALLATIONS NOT MANNED BY SOVIET CITIZENS). KRANE 
EMPHASIZED THAT ANY SUCH PRESSURE WOULD PRESENT CONCRETE 
MILITARY DEFENSE PROBLEMS FOR NORWAY AS WELL AS PUBLIC 
RELATIONS DIFFICULTIES FOR NORWEGIAN GOVT. 

4. COMMENT: NORWEGIANS MAY BE SERIOUSLY DISTURBED ABOUT 
POSSIBLE STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS OF RUSSIAN INTEREST IN FINN- 
MARK PROVINCE IN ADDITION TO GENERAL SUSPICION OF NORTH STAR 
PROPOSALS FOR PIPELINE ACROSS NORWEGIAN TERRITORY. FACT 
NORWEGIAN CHARGE INSTRUCTED BRING UP THESE QUESTIONS WITH 
EMBASSY SUGGESTS URGENCY OF CONCERN FELT BY NORWEGIAN GOVT. 
MET ENCAMP 
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